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According to Pedro Noguera, the author of City Schools and the American Dream, we must begin asking 
ourselves whether we will use mathematics as a “bridge builder” or as a gatekeeper.  Considering 

mathematics as a “bridge builder,” we can instill in students that they can succeed as we cultivate their 
talent, thus increasing opportunities for them.  President John F. Kennedy said, “All of us do not have 
equal talent, but all of us should have an equal opportunity to develop our talents.”  More must be done 

to achieve equality of opportunity for students in school mathematics classrooms. Addressing this 
dilemma is a massive task requiring the leadership of policy makers, administrators, teachers, parents, 
and students.   

NCSM is our organization that “Leads the Way” to improve school mathematics by supporting leaders in 

mathematics education.  What better way is there for us to create those opportunities to learn than by 
supporting mathematics education leaders?  When you submit a proposal to speak at the NCSM 
conference you are support to ALL of us.  As mathematics leaders, we need to learn from research and 

we need practical advice about how to translate vision to practice at a site, district, state, or provincial 
level.  The proposal submission site is open from April 13 to June 3, 2011. Be sure to check it out soon 
and submit your proposal. 

For the 44th NCSM Annual Conference, there are five strands. The Proposal Submission Guidelines 

contain strand descriptions and guiding questions that identify key issues and ideas important to 
mathematics education leaders.  Be sure to refer to these to assist you in both selecting the appropriate 
strand and crafting a session description that aligns to the intent of the strand.   

NCSM depends on all of us to make the upcoming conference the best ever.  Don’t delay; submit your 

proposal before the deadline of June 3, 2011.  


